July 2020 Update

In times of economic distress, the generational challenges of natural resource
management can drop out of the frame of policymakers and the public. But, for
me, compounding economic uncertainty has deepened the meaning of the work
we do to ensure clean, flowing water for all Texans.
What does it mean for all Texans to have clean and flowing water? Most of our
work focuses on the flowing part—and as you’ll see below, we continue to
recruit new resources and partners to the task of building environmental water
markets.
Our Texas Water Market Makers program is the centerpiece of our work to
scale voluntary water markets, and we’ve gotten off the ground with our
fantastic partners – Audubon Texas, Galveston Bay Foundation, and Wimberley
Valley Watershed Association. It’s been exciting to roll up our sleeves and start

developing water transaction plans in their target geographies along the Texas
Coast, in the Trans Pecos region of West Texas, and closer to home for us here
in Austin at Jacob’s Well in Wimberley.
Building a future of clean water for all Texans demands a different set of tools.
And while many conservation nonprofits may see the problem of clean water
access as something outside of their sandbox, here at Texas Water Trade, we
see the problem of millions of Texans without safe drinking water as something
very much related to the problem of dwindling freshwater availability. As with
environmental flows, when we look at the clean water gap, we see a problem
that can be solved through appropriate use of technology, innovation and
markets. That is why we are energized by the design of a new water service
provider we developed with UT-El Paso, Antelope Water Management, and
Columbia University’s Water Center in the competition for the $10 million Lone
Star Prize. Fingers crossed we make it to the next round!
We’ve also welcomed two new board members since our last update, Lori
Traweek and Reagan Kneese, along with two top notch summer graduate-level
interns profiled below.
No matter what, Texas Water Trade’s message remains the same: to build
market forces and innovative water technologies to sustain an abundant and
clean water future for all Texans. I hope to see you soon, and stay well!
Best,
Sharlene
Sharlene Leurig, Chief Executive Officer

Clean Water for All Texans – A Lone Star Prize Proposal
TWT, in close collaboration with the University of Texas at El Paso, Antelope
Water Management, and Columbia University’s Water Center, has developed a
bold idea to bring clean water to any Texan in need no matter their income or
zip code. Our idea, proposed to the $10 million Lone Star Prize last week,
would launch a nonprofit water service provider to deploy decentralized water
solutions anywhere from Texas’ border colonias to urban centers. The concept

is designed to fill Texas’ clean water gap—with the capability to provide clean
water to more than 100,000 Texans over 5 years—and to empower individuals
from communities served by giving them a pathway to become licensed water
operators. Read more about it here.

Welcome Simone Albuquerque and Amber Kim for the summer
Although we are still all working from home, we are absolutely thrilled to have
Simone and Amber interning with us remotely.
This summer, Simone Albuquerque has been
supporting the Market Makers program, building
out our mapping datasets to identify surface and
groundwater water rights that could be
beneficially used for environmental flows. Simone
is a Master’s student at the Bren School of
Environmental Science & Management, at
University of California, Santa Barbara. As a
Sustainable Water Markets fellow, Simone
studies the complex relationships between food
and water systems and market mechanisms that

address current water availability and quality
challenges. Prior to Bren, Simone worked
alongside farmers and land managers and
experienced the need to create systems that
allow for healthy and just food production and
distribution. Simone holds a B.S. in Ecology from
the University of California, Santa Cruz, where
she researched ecosystem services of farms and
gardens on the central coast of California.
Amber Kim is our Future of Water intern, and is
supported by a Social Impact Fellowship from the
Department of Urban Studies and Planning at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Amber
has been driven by a lifelong desire to work
towards a more sustainable and equitable future.
She spent four years working with policymakers
and stakeholders to advance clean water and
environmental policies in Washington D.C. at the
National Association of Clean Water Agencies,
the Environmental Defense Fund, and the
WateReuse Association. After working in federal
policy, Amber fulfilled a longtime dream teaching
English in France for a year. She holds a B.A. in
Environmental Studies from Carleton College and
is currently pursuing a Master in City Planning at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology with a
focus on environmental planning. Amber is
excited to be joining Texas Water Trade to work
on developing innovative strategies to ensure
water access and security at the local and state
level and developing decentralized water and
Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) funding
solutions for water investments in Texas.
Thank you, Simone and Amber!

TWT partners with The Nature Conservancy
Kyle Garmany, Water & Agriculture Program Director at
The Nature Conservancy in Texas, has spent his career
working on keeping water instream for the benefit of the
environment. He is also a close collaborator and friend
of Texas Water Trade and we talked with him about why
this work is relevant now, especially in Texas. Read our
conversation with Kyle here.

Our Market Makers
We are thrilled to be digging into our centerpiece program – Texas Water
Market Makers – and to be welcoming our first cohort of Market Makers,
Audubon Texas, Galveston Bay Foundation and Wimberley Valley
Watershed Association.
Through the Market Makers, TWT is delivering technical expertise and
dedicated strategic support to these conservation partners to advance their
work to protect and enhance freshwater flows in Texas’ rivers and bays. We
have begun developing science-based market plans for their priority basins: the
Blanco River, Galveston Bay, Matagorda Bay and the Pecos River. These
basins represent the remarkable hydrological and ecological diversity of Texas.
You can read more about the program and meet the Texas Water Market
Makers here.

Hurd On The Hill Advocates for Comanche Springs!
Earlier this month, Rep. Will Hurd (R-Texas) wrote a letter to U.S. Department
of the Interior Secretary, David Bernhardt, requesting support for the restoration
of Comanche Springs in West Texas.
“Comanche Springs at one point in time produced 30 million gallons per day of
surface flow in the Chihuahuan Desert,” said Hurd. “With help from the federal
government, Texas can take on the largest springs restoration project in history,
and we can create a future of water abundance for Fort Stockton and its
regional neighbors.”
Besides holding incredible environmental value, Comanche Springs would be a
tremendous economic development opportunity for the region. Estimates show
restoring the springs to year-round flow and revitalizing the historic bathhouse
to feature a spring-fed pool would generate $4 million annually in non-local
spending while creating 72 permanent jobs in the region.

Texas Water Trade is Texan by Nature Certified!
We are grateful to be working with Texan by Nature to highlight conservation
solutions in Texas. Our Comanche Springs project has been selected for Texan
by Nature certification, and we continue to work with federal and local
stakeholders to restore Comanche Springs to year-round flow. Stay tuned for
our feasibility study coming soon, conducted in partnership with The Meadows
Center for Water and the Environment at Texas State University.

Thank you to our new supporters!
We are incredibly grateful to have received new investment in our work.
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) has invested in Texas
Water Trade in two areas:
NFWF’s Pecos Watershed Conservation Initiative has awarded TWT more than
$300,000 for the Comanche Springs pilot groundwater leasing program.
NFWF’s Southeast Aquatics Fund, with support from the USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service, has invested $189,293 in our collaborative
with Hill Country Conservancy, Hill Country Alliance and the Llano River
Watershed Alliance to provide landowner outreach and technical assistance
within the Llano, Pedernales and San Saba sub-basins of the Texas Colorado
River. Our efforts will increase landowner enrollment in programs supporting
improvement of irrigation water management, benefitting threatened freshwater
mussels species.
And in case you missed it, Texas Water Trade has been selected by USDA’s

Natural Resources Conservation Service for a Regional Conservation
Partnership Program for our Comanche Springs project. NRCS will invest
$1.1M in this partner-driven collaborative.
Rain Drops Ahead
In October we’ll be publishing Texas Water Trade’s first Annual Report – stay
tuned!
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