March 2020 Update

Happy 2020 from Texas Water Trade! I can’t believe it’s already March. We’ve
been busy continuing to build momentum for voluntary water transactions to
create reliable water for people and nature. Our work has been taking us
around the state, from West Texas—where we continue to advance
development of a market to restore Comanche Springs—to San Antonio, where
in May we’ll be announcing our first class of Texas Water Market Makers, with
whom we’ll be working to develop environmental water transactions across
Texas.
In the past quarter, we’ve welcomed four new board members, bringing us to
our current board of ten. You can read about our newest members, Jay
Kleberg, Stacy Walters, Dean Robbins and Missy Mandell, here. I’m excited to
share more progress below. Our message remains the same: to build market
forces and innovative water technologies to sustain an abundant and clean

water future for all Texans. Thank you for your interest and your support of
Texas Water Trade!
Best,
Sharlene
Sharlene Leurig, Chief Executive Officer

Water Rights and Instream Flows workshop!
On February 26th I conducted a workshop in partnership with The Nature
Conservancy of Texas and AMP Insights, Building Water Rights and Instream
Flows into Conservation Strategies, at the 2020 Texas Land Conservation
Conference. We had a great turnout of over 60 participants from various fields
all working for land and water conservation in Texas. In the workshop, we
released Texas Water Trade’s Request For Qualifications for our centerpiece
program, Texas Water Market Makers. Market Makers is our investment into
the capacity of other on-the-ground entities to develop water transactions for
the mutual benefit of the environment and water rights holders. Applications are
due on April 10 and can be submitted here. We will announce our participants
in May!

Texas Flows Fund
We are thrilled that Texas Water Trade has reached a milestone for our Texas
Flows Fund, thanks to a recent investment of $250,000 from The Meadows
Foundation! This brings us to half a million dollars which we will be making
available for competitive environmental water transactions in late Fall 2020.
The Texas Flows Fund, seeded with an initial $250,000 grant from the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, is a competitive funding source administered by
Texas Water Trade for the purpose of enabling environmental flow projects by
any nonprofit in the State of Texas. By the end of 2021, we plan to raise a total
of $900,000 for the Texas Flows Fund to be leveraged against an additional $1
million of federal, state or corporate funding. Our goal is to use this substantial
commitment to restore or protect at least 10,000 acre-feet of water instream.

One Water solutions
In November I also moderated a
panel, this time on One Water:
Projects in Motion as part of the
Texas Water Symposium at Texas
State University. You can find a
recording here if you missed it.

In the news
Comanche Springs continues to get
traction in the news. Check out
our Texas Highways article
and Talk+Water podcast in
partnership with Robert Mace and
The Meadows Center for Water and
the Environment.

Thank you to our new supporters!
We are incredibly grateful to have received new investment in our work.
The Burdine Johnson Foundation is funding us, in collaboration with the Hill
Country Alliance, to boost sustainable financing for watershed protection in
Central Texas.
Meadows Foundation gave us a generous gift to establish water markets to
protect and restore freshwater in rivers, bays, and estuaries in Texas.
And Texas Water Trade has been chosen as 1 of 19 projects to receive US
Bureau of Reclamation funding for applied science at Comanche Springs!
Rain Drops Ahead
On May 15 TWT will announce our first cohort of Texas Water Market Makers!
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