November 2019 Update

I am very excited to share our first newsletter from Texas Water Trade, which
has hit the ground running. In just the past few months, we've launched a new
website, added two new board members and our first Director of Development
and spoken at a half-dozen water events all across Texas. Our message is the
same wherever we go: join us in leveraging market forces and innovative water
technologies to build a sustainable water future in this wonderful state.
I’ve also been on the road building support for priority projects. I’m especially
excited about an ambitious effort to restore Comanche Springs in West Texas.
Comanche Springs went dry in the 1950s, but the aquifer has been gurgling
back to life in recent years. Using voluntary, market-based incentives, we want
to catalyze the restoration of this spring in a way that will benefit farmers,
wildlife and the City of Fort Stockton – including the city’s once wildly popular
annual Water Carnival. It’s a bold undertaking, but if we can pull it off, we think

it will signal that anything is possible. And special thanks to our key partners
and collaborators – The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, the
City of Fort Stockton, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the Middle
Pecos Groundwater Conservation District – for making this inspirational project
possible.
Read on to get more details on this and other Texas Water Trade activities.
Also, please join me in welcoming our two newest board members, Stephen
Tatum and Susana Canseco, and our new Director of Development, Robin
Johnson.
Best,
Sharlene
Sharlene Leurig, Chief Executive Officer

Building a water-resilient future for all Texans
In September, I authored an opinion piece in the Austin-American
Statesman that outlines the state’s enormous opportunities for investing in
realistic, long-lasting water solutions for all Texans. The column coincided with
the One Water Summit 2019 in Austin, where I also spoke about opportunities
to meet Texas’ growing urban water needs through downscaling water
infrastructure.

Bringing Back Comanche Springs
On Oct. 29, Texas Water Trade and The Meadows Center for Water and the
Environment hosted a community meeting in Fort Stockton to outline plans for
restoring Comanche Springs. Much of the discussion focused on a one-year
pilot project encouraging farmers to voluntarily reduce groundwater pumping in
a key recharge area with the help of financial incentives. Read more here.

Water trading lessons from
Australia
Our CEO sat down with Brian
Richter, president of a global water
education group Sustainable Waters,
and a global leader in water science
and conservation for more than 30
years, to talk about water trading and
management problems in Australia’s

Murray-Darling Basin, which is
experiencing an extreme drought,
and key takeaways for Texas water
planners and users.

Rain Drops Ahead
Thursday, November 21st, Sharlene will moderate a panel, One Water:
Projects in Motion as part of the Texas Water Symposium at Texas State
University
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