
 

 
 
 
 

 

By SHARLENE LEURIG
TEXAS WATER TRADE CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

E ach year over much 
of the last decade, 
something has been 

happening in Fort Stockton 
that was unheard of for near-
ly half a century: Coman-
che Springs starts flowing 
again. As most Fort Stockton 
residents know, the spring 
that once earned the town 
the mantle of Spring City 
stopped flowing in the 1960s 
as groundwater pumping 
west of town intensified.

The water that would flow 
out of Comanche Springs 
starts as rain on the Glass 
Mountains, where it filters 
underground, flowing be-
neath the farms of Leon-
Belding just west of Fort 
Stockton. Most of the water 
that isn’t pumped in Leon-
Belding ends up in caves 
beneath Fort Stockton and 
spring outlets in Rooney 
Park.

So why has Comanche 
Springs started flowing again 
during the winter months? 
The answer is water conser-
vation. When farming acre-
age in Leon-Belding peaked 
in the 1970s, the spring only 
flowed after major rainfall 
events. But as the number of 
active wells declined—and 
as larger farming operations 
diversified their groundwater 
supplies—overall pumping 
in Comanche Springs’ pri-
mary source declined. Over 
time, aquifer levels slowly 
recovered.

And beginning about a 
decade ago, irrigation pumps 
are shut off following the 
growing season, water levels 
are high enough for some of 
that water to flow out of Co-
manche Springs. 

In 2019, Texas Water 
Trade began looking at the 
potential to prompt Coman-
che Springs back toward 
year-round flows. Our fo-
cus is on the potential for 
voluntary transactions with 
groundwater users in Leon-
Belding to further enhance 
water conservation.

Through our program, 
we offer farmers financial in-
centives to enhance the effi-
ciency of their irrigation sys-
tems. Less water required to 
grow the same crops is good 
for the aquifer and good for 
the farmer. Energy bills tell 
the story; it is not unusual 
for local farms to pay more 
than $100,000 per month for 
electricity or natural gas to 
lift irrigation water out of the 
ground.

We also focus on shifting 
some water demands into 
underlying aquifers. In most 
of Leon-Belding, water qual-

ity in the Rustler and Capi-
tan is as good or better than 
the Edwards-Trinity. Wells 
in those deeper aquifers are 
more expensive to drill, so 
we are evaluating opportu-
nities for cost-sharing those 
investments for farms and 
for Fort Stockton, whose own 
drinking water comes from a 
wellfield in Leon-Belding.

To enable these invest-
ments in water conservation 
and reliability, Texas Water 
Trade has raised more than 
$2 million—a mix of federal, 
state, corporate, foundation 
and individual contributions. 
Our first pilot transaction is 
underway in Leon-Belding: 
an effort with Belding Farms, 
the largest pecan producer 
in Texas, to implement high-
efficiency sprinklers as an 
alternative to flood irrigation. 
This is just the beginning of 
what is possible. 

As demands on the Ed-
wards-Trinity Aquifer grow, 
our work is increasingly im-
portant. Midland, San Ange-
lo and Abilene are planning 
their own supply project in 
Leon-Belding under a con-
tract executed in 2020. Those 
cities plan to pump 9 billion 
gallons a year from a well-
field about a mile from Fort 
Stockton’s own drinking 
water wellfield—roughly 8 
times more than Fort Stock-
ton uses today. Without seri-
ous investments in conserva-
tion and supply alternatives 
like Texas Water Trade is en-
abling, the Edwards-Trinity 
in Leon-Belding would see 
roughly a 25% increase in to-
tal demand.  

What the future will hold 
for Comanche Springs is still 
unknown. But with every gal-
lon we save through volun-
tary agreements, we build a 
more resilient future for one 
of the region’s most impor-
tant water supplies. By sup-
porting commonsense water 
conservation, Pecos County 
residents have the chance to 
protect their aquifer for the 
long-term—ensuring that 
farming, industry, and cities 
can thrive well into the fu-
ture. The proposition is the 
same for Midland, San Ange-
lo and Abilene, who benefit 
no less from our work.

On Saturday, March 12, 
we will be hosting the first an-
nual SpringsFest, a celebra-
tion of Comanche Springs. 
The event, from 1:30-5 p.m. 
at the Annie Riggs Museum, 
is an opportunity for people 
to learn more about the 
springs and to share their 
own stories of Spring City. It 
is also a chance to meet the 
Texas Water Trade team and 
to learn more about why we 
care about Pecos County’s 
water future.

H istory’s tyrants have at 
least one thing in com-
mon – their willingness 

to destroy and slaughter anything 
and anyone who stands in the 
way of conquest. This is not new. 
From Genghis Khan to Adolph 
Hitler to Vladimir Putin, civili-
zation’s greatest monsters have 
always been able to justify un-
speakable atrocities in the name 
of imperial expansion.

Putin’s rationale for invading 
Ukraine was especially chilling 
given its Hitleresque overtones 
– denying Ukraine’s right to ex-
ist while providing the same sort
of fractured justification the 
world heard from Hitler before
he annexed the Sudetenland of
Czechoslovakia in 1938.

Among the differences be-
tween then and now is the world 
is much smaller. Weaponry is far 
more advanced and information 
(true or false) can spread interna-
tionally within seconds.

Explaining all of this to young 
people, in my case college stu-
dents, most of whom were born 
after 9/11, can be a challenge. 

Mostly, they ask, “Why? Why is 
Putin doing this? Why is he killing 
Ukrainians?” 

Telling 19-year-olds about 
Ivan the Terrible or Julius Caesar 
only satisfies to a point.

There is another answer. Evil 
is present in the world, and we 
underestimate its existence at our 
peril. After all, the devil’s greatest 
trick is convincing us he doesn’t 
exist. Thus, the manifestations of 
evil shouldn’t surprise us.

In the New Testament, in Mat-
thew’s gospel, chapter 6, Jesus 
says, “You will hear of wars and 
rumors of wars, but see to it that 
you are not alarmed. Such things 
must happen, but the end is still 
to come. 7 Nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom. There will be famines 
and earthquakes in various plac-
es.”

As Christians, we accept this 
and find comfort because we 
know the ultimate outcome; in 
the end, God wins. Death and evil 
are already in checkmate. In the 
meantime, we’re not called to a 
spirit of fear or fatalism so what 
should be our response?

A good place to start is to turn 
our gaze away from the tyrant 
and toward his victims. There 
is a massive humanitarian cri-
sis unfolding as hundreds of 
thousands of Ukrainians flee the 
country for parts unknown. Many 
who remain are, at this moment, 
huddled in bomb shelters with-
out food, water, or medical care. 
Ukrainian soldiers and civilians 
are fighting and dying. And much 
of this unfolding human drama is 
being witnessed live throughout 
the world.

We need to remind ourselves 
that what we see is real, more real 
and potentially combustible than 
any such conflict in our lifetimes. 
We don’t know what’s going to 
happen, but we should all be well 
aware of what can happen.

But there’s work to do. First, 
we can pray. Pray for the people 
of Ukraine and for their coura-

geous president. Second, we can 
look for ways to get involved in 
a material way via volunteer and 
financial support. For example, 
Samaritan’s Purse, a non-profit, 
international Christian relief or-
ganization, has deployed disaster 
response teams to Poland, Roma-
nia, and Moldova to receive and 
help thousands of fleeing Ukrai-
nians who left their homes with 
nothing more than they could 
carry. Samaritans Purse typically 
provides food, clothing, shelter, 
and medical care to victims of di-
sasters, from hurricanes to wars. 
There are other churches and or-
ganizations in Ukraine right now 
doing what they can to meet the 
needs of suffering people.

Christians are called to em-
pathy, and turning empathy and 
compassion into affirmative ac-
tion is both a Christian and patri-
otic response. 

As author and Iraq war veteran 
David French writes, “A healthy 
patriotism extends our sphere 
of concern,” while an unhealthy 
nationalism “narrows our focus, 
leaving us often indifferent to the 
suffering of others.”

The Bible is replete with pas-
sages about empathy. But no-
where will you find empathy 
described as a virtue we can man-
ufacture or acquire simply by try-
ing a bit harder. The Spirit of God 
gives us an empathetic heart. 
That’s not to say a non-Christian 
can’t show genuine empathy. But 
Christian empathy comes from 
Christ, and it can turn a self-cen-
tered rascal into someone willing 
to die for someone else.

What can we do for the people 
of Ukraine? We can pay attention. 
We can donate to charity and, 
yes, we can pray for them. And 
we can pray that we will never be-
come indifferent to their or any-
one else’s suffering.
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