
TEXAS WATER TRADE'S
CONNECTED COAST PROGRAM

Water is the lifeblood of Texas, shaping its 
landscapes, fueling agriculture, powering industries, 
and supporting millions of livelihoods. When it 
reaches our coast, water from rivers and streams 
nourish our deltas, wetlands, and estuaries, which in 
turn sustain fisheries, enhance recreation, and 
defend against storms. The pearls of Texas – the 
bays and estuaries lining the coast – rely on the 
delicate balance of freshwater mixing with ocean 
water to serve as habitats for the wildlife that help 
feed the country and support a vibrant culture and 
economy. As local and upstream water demands 
grow, and drought and rising temperatures continue 
to strain our water supply, less water is making its 
way to our coast. 

TEXAS’ CONNECTED WATERS NOURISH 
THE PEOPLE, PLACES, AND WILDLIFE AT 

THE HEART OF OUR GREAT STATE.

The Texas coast is facing multiple threats, including intensifying storms, habitat loss, and rising sea 
levels. Without science-based interventions, the ecosystem is at risk. Texas Water Trade’s Connected 
Coast program is leading conservation-driven water management initiatives on the coast to 
safeguard the region's freshwater needs now and in the future.

THE CONNECTED COAST VISION:

We envision a healthy and thriving Texas coast where the right amount of water is provided at the 
right place and time, to benefit people and nature. 

What does this look like?
Texas Water Trade and its partners purchase water for the coast and deliver it when and where it is 
needed most to:

• Increase the availability of freshwater wetlands across the coast for migratory birds and 
other wildlife

• Maintain the health of habitats such as tidal lakes, streams, and marshes in the upper 
estuary.   

Through these actions, TWT demonstrates how increasingly scarce freshwater 
resources can be cooperatively managed to sustain coastal ecosystems, communities, 
and economies for generations to come. 



OUR TRACK RECORD:

• Secured water through multiyear contracts to purchase and deliver thousands of acre-feet of 
water across the Texas coast

• Amidst drought conditions, created over 2,800 acres of freshwater wetland habitat annually for 
migratory birds and other wildlife on the coast, which fostered 19 waterfowl, shorebird, and other 
species listed as species of conservation concern in Texas

• Provided freshwater inflows that enhance the estuarine habitats that support our commercial and 
recreational fisheries. 

OUR GOALS
Texas Water Trade is scaling up the purchasing of water or “water transactions” to maximize benefit for 
ecosystems, communities, and the economy and advance the field’s understanding of their 
importance. As our program continues to grow, we aim to...

Collaborate with Texas’ leading research institutions to refine methodologies to more 
accurately value freshwater and its benefits to promote long-term protection for all users.

Alongside our partners, we have...

Build on strong leadership and proven success to collaborate with partners across the state 
to implement on-the-ground water transactions and best practices for the benefit of people 
and wildlife- locally, downstream, or along the coast

Promote the role of state and regional water trusts to ensure all interested stakeholders can 
utilize their water rights in support of ecological needs while protecting their economic 
interest and unique role in Texas’ identity

Cultivate the conditions needed to expand the use of water markets and actions that benefit 
Texas’ environment and water rights holders

Create and promote informational materials for stakeholders to include a Texas-specific 
guide on water transactions, steps involved, and the roles of different groups, regulations, 
case studies, and lessons learned

AS MUCH AS 98% OF THE COMMERCIAL AND RECREATIONAL FISH 
LANDINGS IN THE TEXAS GULF ARE SPECIES THAT DEPEND UPON 
ESTUARIES FOR AT LEAST SOME PART OF THEIR LIFE CYCLE.

Texas Water Trade is a nonprofit whose mission is to drive market-based innovations to 
provide water for Texas' people, nature, and economy. 

To learn more visit www.texaswatertrade.org or contact Kristin Rodriguez, 
rodriguez@texaswatertrade.org


